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P. 503. The bold attack, made in this place on some of the greatest characters of antiquity, has drawn much censure on Plato ; but we are to consider that he is here proving his favourite point, (which seems to me the grand aim and intention of this dialogue) that philosophy alone is the parent of virtue, the discoverer of those fixed and unerring principles, on which the truly great and good man builds his whole scheme of life, and by which he directs all his actions ; and that he, who practises this noblest art, and makes it his whole endeavour to inspire his fellow citizens with a love for true knowledge, (and this was the constant view and the employment of Socrates) has infinitely the superiority not only over the masters of those arts, which the publick most admires, as musick, poetry, and eloquence, but over the most celebrated names in history, as heroes and statesmen ; as the first have generally applied their talents to flatter the ear, to humour the prejudices, and to inflame the passions of mankind; and the latter to soothe their vanity, to irritate their ambition, and to cheat them with an apparent, not a real, greatness. "
P. 506. Toi> A/XC/HOVOS.] Of which tragedy some few verses are still preserved to us; see Euripid. Fragm. ed. Barnesii, p. 454 :
Eyoj fJLev ovv aSoifJu, /cat Aeyot/;,t TI
2oc/>oi/, rapacrcnov /^Sev, toy TroAts vocrec, (fee.
P. 508. Ta> aftiKowTL /ecu /<a/aov.] This was not the principle only, but the practice, of Socrates. See Diog. Laert. L. 2, sect. 21.